EDITORIAL 
by Bal Nason 


The first order of basiness this month is to vish 8.R.A.C.E. 
A HAPPY BIRTADAY!! Yes, as of the sonth of April, B.R.A.C.8. 
is officially one year old. O£ course, this means that many 
of us are due to renew our memberships this month. I have 
really enjoyed being a member of B.R.A.C.8. Not only have | 
gained access to a wealth of knovledge about my Atari 
computer, I have gained several new friends. I an looking 
forward to another year and hope that all of you will renew 
your nemberships in B.R.A.C.E. 


The members of B.R.A.C.E. will find a questionnaire in the 
niddle of the newsletter. Please take the time to fi11 it 
out before the meeting, so you can tarn it in at the oeeting. 
We will have a box there for you to put them in. Please do 
pot put your name on the questionnaire as we do vant then to 
be anonynous. Also, if you will not be able to attend this 
nonth's neeting, please mail the questionnaire to us as soon 
as possible. Please do not put a retara address on them in 
order that your responses will remain unknown to the editors 
of BRACBSI7S. We will publish the results in next aonth's 
BRACEBITS along with a comparison of how the membership of 
B.R.A.C.E. compares with other surveys among Atarians, such 
as a recent survey published in ATARI EXPLORER. 


A few issues ago I mentioned a problem that I was having vith 
ny XM301 moden. Please check out the Hews Bits section, if 
you have a XX301, since others have been having even nore 
serious problems with thelr whole computer system. THESE 
PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN LINKED TO THE XM301 HODRH. {I vould advise 
anyone with this modem to immediately disconnect the soden 
from their system antil they have read the information 
contained in Kews Bits about the problems which have been 
linked to the aoden and ¥HAT YOU CAN D0 TO REPAIR YOUR HODEX 
SO THAT IT WILL NOT DAMAGE YOUR COMPUTER AND ITS PERIPHERALS. 


I got to have a lot of fon recently using ny Atar! to do ay 
{ncone taxes. Well, fun is probably not the correct word for 
ny experience. Frustration comes to mind as a possible 
substitution for the vord "fun". Of course, most of ny 
frustration was not the result of ay using my Atari to help 
be do ay taxes. Uncle Sam and Auntie Martha get the blane 
for most of it. But, alas, I did experience some interesting 
noments vhich were caused by the software J used. At least, 
I think that the softvare was the culprit. Por the first 
time since I have been using SYHFILE+, I had some problens 
with the prograr doing weird things. My probleas seen to be 
related to a problem which had been reported previously in 
one of the Atari magazines, i.e. the progran will lock up 
when one is entering data into the records on the I7th 
record, if a date field is included in the index. You 
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guessed it. Hy 130XE locked up on we when I was entering sone 
records to assist me in filling out ay tax forms. Since this 
problem had only been linked to the YE operating systen, 1 
switched to ay Atari 800. J discovered a new problen. After I 
had enter several records, the number of records alloved for ay 
file vould all of the sudden jump from 267 to 666. After the 
file vas closed under these conditions I discovered that I could 
not reload the file vithout rebooting the progran. I also 
discovered that 1 was getting duplicate records in place of 
records which I had typed in after the juap In possible records, 
i.e. record #64 appeared 10 tines replacing record #'s 65-73 in 
the process. I did have a date field in ay index. This is the 
probable cause of the problen with the 1B. 1 discovered that 
leaving the date field empty aad having that field in the index 
vas the possible cause of the problen with the 809 operating 
system. I bad no farther problems with the 600 after I started 
putting a date in the field. I also had no probleas when I 
elininated the date field from the index. So, I have discovered 
another glitch in an otherwise fine program. 


DISCLATHER 
BRACEBITS is published monthly by B.R.A.C.B. (Bluegrass Region 
Atari Coaputer Enthusiasts} of Lexington ‘Xentucky. All 


contents, unless otherwise noted, are public domain aad 
available for duplication. ‘This newsletter is created by and 
for dees paying members of B.R.A.C.E. It is also available on 
an exchange basis with any other Atari users group. Neither 
B.R.A.C.B. nox BRACESITS is affiliated vith the Atari Corp.. 
Atari and the FUJI synbol are registered trademarks of Atari 
Corp. Any reference to any trademark should be so noted and is 
acknovledged. The articles in this newsletter are the opinions 
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect that of the 
officers or the group. 


Any dues paying menber of B.R.A.C.B. may submit an article to 
the editor for publication. The deadline for submissions is the 
first Tuesday of the aonth the nevsletter is due out. Articles 
nay be edited and/or published at the descretion of the editor. 
Articles may be mailed to Hal Nason, 258 £. High st. #9, 
Lexington, XY 40508 ox subnitted via nodeo to me at 
606-255-5989. You vill need to call me first in order to 
arrange a tine for ne to have ay good ol’ Atari set up for auto 
ansver. AtariWriter is the preferable format, bat any ASCII 
format will be acceptable. 


B.R.A.C.E. meets the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.a. 
The site of the meeting each month will be in room KN 263 
University of Kentucky Medical Center. The public is welcone to 
attend oar meetings but access to the library and the nevsletter 
are limited to dues paying nembers of B.R.A.C.8. 


the Presidential Suite 
by Daa Claudy 


Its true! We are officially one year old. What began as a 
group of five or six like ainded Atari conputer owners has 
grova to vell over $0 users. 


This past year has seen the newsletter go from a bi-nonthly 
to a nonthly, a software library established, a 1050 disk 
drive raffled off and numerous door prizes given avay. [a 
this next year, we will hold at least one more raffle, add 
connercial hoae/business application software to the library 
in addition to maltitudinous 0 software (compliments of the 
dead Missing Link), participate in aa Atari Paire to be held 
in Cincinnati and give away numerous door prizes. Don't 

be left out! Check your membership card for your 

expiration date. 


Tf you don't *ze-up” (a delightful tecm used in the services 
to indicate re-joining), you'll aiss your BRACBBITS, access 
to the library, free gifts and the comaraderie you have all 
cone to look forvard to and enjoy. Its still a deal at 
$15.00/single and $20.00/Eamily. I€ your expiration date is 
April, this is the last issue of the newsletter you vill 
receive. So bring your check or cash (please have tvo forns 
of identification ready if you use cash (just kiddingl) to 
the neeting. 


This neeting's program is going to be something different for 
gost of us. Barry Warfield is going to demonstrate the 
interfacing of an Atari and a "ham" radio system. Who knows, 
we may be a part of a close encounter of the third kind. 
Come on by and check it out. Oh yes, we will also be giving 
avay a door prize. 

See you at the neeting! 


B.R.A.C.8. OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: DAY CLAUDT 
VICE PRESIDENT: PHIL TAYLOR 
SBCRBTARY/TRBASURER: NORMA WILLIAMS 
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HAL NASOW: BDITOR 
PHILLIP TAYLOR: ASST. EDITOR 
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CLASSIFIED AD 
FOR SALE 
So you're thinking of adding another drive. So you vant to 
upgrade to a double density drive. So you you don't vant to 
spead an ara and a leg to do it. Well hee is your chance to do 
it all! I am selling my ASTRA 2001 dual, double density 
drive(s}. Yes, you heard we corzectly! 


For those of you who are aot familiar vith this anit, it 
consists of 2 half height, double (and single) density drives in 
one case. These drives are heavy duty. fhey are 
direct driven, not belt. You can't use the Atari “BHHANCRD® 
density, but who vants to whea you have true double density. 
All DOSs work with this drive including DOS 2.0s & 2.5, 
SpartaDOS, TOPDOS, KYDOS, YOURDOS and anybody's DOS. 


this baby cost aucho bucks just over a year ago, but you caa 
becoae its proud owaer for less than what two 1050s with the ICD 
doublers would set you back...in fact, just slightly sore thaa 
what just the 1050s without the doublers vould cost. Yes, just 
$295 will add sone class to your 8 bit systen. Other hardware 
aight be available as well (e.g. an original 800 for $75 with 
power supply and naybe more). 


Call ae, write ae, see ne! You don't want to aiss oat on this 
deal! Don't delay, first cone, first serve. Dan @ 223-9528 
evenings. 
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THE BHTERTALNHEST SERIES 
SOFTWARE COMMBUT 
by Joe Tackett 


This series of software is 3 text adventures (sold separately) 
of 4 famous Marvel comics supecheros. This text adventure has 
graphics and is by Scott Adaas. ; 


the first of these adventures has the Incredible Hulk as the 
star. I bought ay copy for around $4.49. 


the second of the series features Spiderman. The way to win 
this game is to unlock the secret of the Chief Exaniner. 


the third, aad ay favorite, features the Human Torch and the 
Thing. The object of this one is to free Alicia Masters fron 
Doctor Doon. 


I enjoyed all of these wonderful Scott Adams games. 


NEWS BITS 


GENIE ANNOUCES A SPECIAL DEAL FOR ATARLANS 


GEnie, the General Blectric on line service is offering until 
December 31st, 1987, free sign up charges for all Atarians. 
GEnie has no monthly minimum and non-prime rates of $5.00 per 
hour. BRACE has several brochures available that tells what 
GEnie is all about. If you want to hook up to GEnie this is 
what you do: 


1, Set your modem for Half Duplex at 300 or 1200 baud 
2. Dial 1-800-638-8369 


43. Upon connection type HHH and hit your return key. At 
the UF = prompt, enter XJM11887,Atari and press the return 
key. 


If you need nore info call voice 1-800-638-9636 | 
WARNING, YOUR XH-301 MODEN IS A POTENTIAL TIME BOMB 


To all owners of the XM-301 modem, you need to take the 
following steps immediately regarding your modem before it 
has long lasting negative effects on your computer. 
Disconnect the modem from your computer. Take off the cover 
of the modem by removing the screws off the bottom of it. 
Locate 4 wires that come into the modem fron the main cord 
that connects to the computer. You will notice these 4 wires 
since they are not connected to anything and are just loose 
in the box. Cut off any exposed metal ends of these wires 
with a nail clipper and put electrical tape around each of 
them individually. Reclose your modem and you are finished. 
Vhat has been happening around the country is that one or 
nore of the wires will accidently make a connection to 
something and POOF, your computer or disk drive could be 
permanently damaged. Please follow the outlined procedure as 
soon as possible, 


ATARIANS CONFUSED ABOUT PARKING NEAR HOSPITAL. When you cone 
to the next BRACE meeting, Please feel free to park in the 
parking lot on the back side of the U.K. Hospital with the 
gates open marked RESTRICTED. When the gates are open, the 
parking is no longer RESTRICTED and ve have authorization to 
park there. The back door at the north wing of the hospital 
is the most convenient place to enter the building and the 
parking lot is right in front of that entrance. 


foo) 


TARI POSTS SALES OF $254 MILLION ATEND OF 1986. 

This is an 62% increase from 1985, Atari's stock offering 
has also freed up money for research and development. Apple 
Macintosh and Atari St sales world wide are neck and neck. 


ST is dominates in Burope according to Sam Tramiel. 


RENEWALS DUB 


B.R.A.C.B. members due for Renewal in April: 


Darren Horton, Geoff Bartenhagen, Louis and Mary Kaelin, Phillip 
Taylor, Craig Hager, Phillip Warfield, Paul Wojcik, Bob and 
Norma Williams, Brian and Jerry Landers, Peter F. Clough, Thomas 
H. Burke, Barry Alan Warfield, W.R. Wykstra, Charles F. Knapp, 
Gary Grider, Brian J. Fitzpatrick, Joe Threlkeld, Craig Fields, 
Marty Smith, Dan Claudy, Randall Thompson, and Hal Wason. 


Bach of you will need to renew your membership this coming 
meeting to keep on getting your BRACE benifits. Membership is 
still just $15.00 for an individual membership and 20.00 for a 
family membership. It should also be noted that those members 
who are due for renewal this month are BRACE'S first official 
nenbers, 


B.R.A.C.E. Minutes (March 17, 1987) 
by Norma Williams 


the meeting opened with a short discussion on the new meeting 
place. The restricted parking area located behind U.K. Medical 
Center is not restricted after six pm and parking is allowed for 
all. Now that we have a permanent neeting place, meetings will 
always be scheduled for the third Tuesday of each month, 


Also mention was more software being added to the library and a 
future purchase by the group for an Antic or Analog disk 
subscription. 


Phil Taylor read some of the mail received this month. M.A.C.B. 
is interested in exchanging public domain software with members 
of B.R.A.C.B., an Atarian from Columbia is interested in 
exchanging mail, two newsletters, and a ST demo disk with 
graphics is some of the mail ve received. 


A request for nore articles from members for the newletter was 
requested from Hal Nason. Hal also announced that the 
newsletter can now accept ads from meabers of B.R.A.C.B.. 


A vote was taken in favor of another raffle. The items being 
raffled off will be the winners choice of an Avatex 1200 baud 
modem, a P:R: Connection or a monochrome monitor. Raffle 
tickets are being sold for $1.00 each or § for $5.00. ‘The 
drawing will take place at Hays meeting. 


thanks goes out to Hal Nason, Phillip Taylor, Pat Danridge, and 
Dan Claudy for the demonstration this month on interfacing the 
Atari computer. Displayed for viewing was I.C.D,'s P:R: 
Connection, the ¥.1.0. board, Atari's 850 interface, and the MPP 
1150. 

the meeting ended with checkouts fron the library and 
distribution of raffle tickets. 
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ICD's K/10 BOARD 
BAT YOUR HEART OUT COMNODORE 
by Phillip G. Taylor 


I an among the privileged few that own a one Hegabyte Multi 
Input/Output Board. I say this not because the unit is all 
that expensive, $349.00 from ICD, but because it is in such 
great demand by 8 bit Atarians and because it is probably the 
wost useful peripheral for the Atari. his article with 
outline just how usesful the H/ID board is and a few of its 
probleas. 


The 4/10 board is first and formost an interface. All those 
who attended the last BRACE meeting had an opportunity to see 
this board first hand. The board itself is just a grey box 
with a hard disk port, a parallel port an RS 232 port and a 
Video port (vhich I will cover later in this article}. It is 
connected to your Atari via the parallel bus on the back of 
your IL computer (an XB can be connected to it via an 
adaptor, vhich has an extra cartridge slot, that connects the 
parallel bus and the cartridge slot). It does not work with 
an old 800 or 400 unit. 


Once again, Eirst and formost the unit is an interface. Phe 
hard disk interface is really a SCSI (pronouced scazzy) / 
SASI (pronounced sassy) port. This port can he used to 
connect hard disks, tape back-ups or vhatever. The 
docunentation has a partial list of many devices that are 
conpatible with this port. 


Another interesting port is the video port. It allows the 
use of the 80 coluan adaptor that ICD is planning to sarket 
{possibly out on the aarket by the time you read this). 


The item that is most fascinating about the H/I10 is the 
pegabyte of nemory that the unit has (a smaller 256k byte 
unit is also avalible}. This is a secondary characteristic 
of the anit since the primary purpose ICD had in mind for it 
was for a hard disk interface. However in ny opinion this 
feature is why so many Atarians have coveted this board. The 
ran nemory is completely configurable in that it can be 
divided op between 8 "zam disks" that are labeled D1 to 08. 
One or more of the 8 sections can also be used for floppy 
disks or a hard disk drive. What is really neat about this 
is that with a hard disk you can partition out the storage 
space between the 8 sections. 


Of course having the possiblity of using 8 "drives" means 
that you need a DOS that can handle it. ICD recommends 
SpartaDos 3 or higher. J used SpartaDos 3.2 with nine and 
have had no probleas with it. I use the anit as 7 ram disk 
drives. I also have a 1050 drive attached. The ran disks 
act just like foppies except they read and write almost 
instantanously. You also don't have to leave your coaputer 


turned on continously since the M/IO has its own power supply so 
the ram disks hold their information as long as the power supply 
is not interrupted. 


there 1s a ROM resident handler program for the N/I0 vhich 
allows a user, by pressing SELECT and RESET to enter the program 
and change the memory capacity of the Ram drives, set up the 
printer spooler (buffer) or svap drives around. 


the only real problens I have had with the anit is that when you 
reconfigure the drives (change one from say 256k to 128k) or 
change the printer spooler, you loose all the information on all 
the drives, You are warned of this fact in the documentation 
but I still did that once and as soon as 1 did 1 yelped. 

goodness aost of the information was backed up on floppies. 


Thank 


the documentation that comes with the 4/10 is excellent. It is 
45 pages long and is easily understood. It covers the roa 
tesident program and the basic information about the H/10 
itself. an index vould have been nice though. The 
docunentation gives enough detail to satify hardware hackers 
should they want to construct something to plug into one of its 
ports and also gives enough "non-technical" instructions so 
anyone can pick up the manual and use the product. 


Overall, this is THE peripheral for the § bit Atari. ICD says 
in the introdaction to the documentation, that the H/10 is a 
"copulation of the the great ideas you have asked us to 
develop". 1 think ICD should be given a medal for listening and 
delivering. 1 only wish other companies were as responsive. 
Thank you once again ICD on behalf of all Atarians. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY | 


UPGRADE YOUR POWER STRIP FOR 
SURGE PROTECTION 
by Jim Parks 


this article is a reprint from the March 1987 edition of 
ARLien TRAMSMISSIONS, part of the Information  &xchange 
Network of the Atari Zxchange of Louisiville; which was in 
turn a reprint from the JACG Hewsletter, January 1987. 


A nultiple outlet power strip is one accessory that is common 
to almost every computer enthusiast, and by following the 
simple instructions here, you cao upgrade your power strip to 
include surge protection that will equal those bought 
commercially. 


The secret of the surge protector is the Metal Oxide Varistor 
or HOV for short. This device provides excellent protection 
against spikes and over voltages. Simply stated, once the 
voltage exceeds the MOV's rating, the excess voltage is 
shorted to ground. 


To upgrade your pover strip, start by unplugging and 
disassembling the case of your strip: most are secured vith 
screws ox rivets. Riveted cases may be drilled and later 
secured with sheet metal screvs. At the point where the cord 
enters the case, the outer insulation of the cord should be 
skinned back exposing the black, white and green wires 
attached to the outlets. Scrape of a little insulation fron 
each of the three wires (carefully, don't cut the wires in 
two) and lay the power strip aside. 


HOTE: The HOV's leads are not insulated, so plastic 
tubing or heat shrink tubing aust be used on any exposed 
wires. 


Study the diagram in Fig. 1 and solder the MOV's to the wires 
as shown, Then, with electrical tape, cover any bare wires 
and connections not protected by the insulation. Carefully 
re-assemble the power strip so as to avoid pinching any 
wires. Your project is now complete, and you can enjoy the 
peace of aind as you would with a commercially protected 
power strip. 


PARTS LIST 


3 - 130 Volt Metal Oxide Varistors (Radio Shack 276-571 or 
eqivalent) 


Heat Shrink Tubing 


Electrical Tape 
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ST UPDATE 


As noted in this month's News Bits, Sales of the Atari ST line 
have really picked up. The Atari ST line is now the dominant 
computer line in Zuorope and its worldvide sales equaled those 
of the Apple Macintosh for the last quarter of 1986. 


The Atari St line received a lot of praise from a variety of 
sources during 1986. Two of Byte Magazine's columinists, Jerry 
Pournelle and Bruce Yebster, chose the Atari ST computer line as 
their picks as best computers of the year. The ST vas picked 
ahead of the Hac Plus and the Amiga. The ST's have been praised 
by Computer Graphics Yor!d and Zlectronic Musician for their 
applications in the arts. 


And to top it all off, THE SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE OF THB 520ST 
MOHOCHROME HAS BEEN DROPPED TO UNDER $500.00!! 


1987 should be an excellent year for the ST in America for a 
variety of reaons, such as the new lower price, the introduction 
of the new open architecture Mega ST computers. These models 
cone in 1, 2, and 4 megabyte configurations. They feature a 
new stackable housing with a detached keyboard and a box whica 
includes a 3.5" floppy disk drive and all of the ports on the 
current ST's. 


Atari is going to introduce a laser printer, priced at the 
breakthrough price of under $1500! ‘The printer will plug into 
the DMA (hard disk) port of any ST compater. I[t will be 
capable of aultiple fonts and dot-programmable graphics. and 
will emulate a Diablo 630 and is capable of screen duaps. 


Atari has hired a new person to aanage their advertising, Don 
Reisinger. A aedia blitz is to begin in the spring with a heavy 
schedule toward the end of the year. ‘These ads are to be a 
series of hard-hitting and entertaining TY commercials for the 
ST computer line. 
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COME TO THE NEXT MEETING OF B-R. 
TUESDAY, APRIL! 21,1987 AT 7:90 
UK MEDICAL CENTER ROOM MN 263 


A.C.EB. 
oO PF .~M.. 


